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The Power of Operation Roundup
It started as a simple idea 30 years ago at one 
co-op in South Carolina. Just round up the co-op 
member’s electric bill to the next dollar, and then 
use it to do good work in your community. Today, 
hundreds of electric co-ops throughout the country, 
including Agralite, use this idea to help members 
and organizations close to home.

All co-ops adhere to the seven cooperative principles, including “Concern for Community.” The 
Operation Roundup program is the perfect embodiment of this core principle. The average 
co-op member donates $6 with a maximum possible contribution of $11.88 per year. This may 
not seem like a large amount, but when combined with 2,012 other members, it adds up to 
make a significant impact.

Each co-op decides how they want to operate the program, and the vast majority is governed 
by a board of volunteers that is different from the board of directors for the electric co-op. This 
ensures that the decisions are made in the best interest of the community.  

The program is always voluntary, and at any time, members can change their minds about 
participating. Once folks see the good work the program does in their community, they almost 
always keep contributing. 948500

We invite members to participate in Operation Round Up in two ways:
1    By choosing to have your bills rounded up to the next whole dollar, you are showing your 

concern for the area. If you are not contributing to Operation Round Up now, simply call 
the office and ask to be added to the Round Up list.

2    By being aware of the needs around you and applying for a grant when it is appropriate, 
you will be helping those in need. Applications can be found at: http://www.agralite.coop/
content/operation-round or by visiting our office.

Over the years, millions of dollars have been collected and distributed for a wide range 
of activities. This can include helping a family in need after a house fire, assisting the local 
food pantry, providing funds so that the local fire department can get a needed piece of 
equipment, or dozens of other humanitarian efforts that bring electric co-ops even closer to 
the communities we serve. We recently donated $500 to the Danvers First Responders to help 
with some of their expenses.

While each co-op must respond to the needs of its members, one of the great attributes of 
co-ops across the country—and the world—is their willingness to share information about 
the programs that have been successful. Operation Roundup is a perfect example of that 
cooperative spirit.



2

Back By Popular Demand!
Agralite is seeking local photographs 
for our 2021 calendar contest. 
Photos should be of a landscape, 
natural element, or interesting view 
from within the Agralite service 
territory. We want you to share the 
diversity and wonder of our local 
landscape.

Photos must be submitted by 
Agralite members. Photos must be 
submitted by October 16th, 2020. 
Digital photos only. You must specify 
the subject of the photo and where 
it was taken. Please include contact 
information - account number, 
phone number, and address in your 
submission. 

Selected photos will receive a $15 bill 
credit. Cover photo will receive a $30 
bill credit. Photos will be selected by 
Agralite employees. Please limit 5 
photo submissions per member - 1 
winning photo per member. 
Submit Your Photos To: 
mchevalier@agralite.com

If your account number (as it 
appears on your monthly electric 
bill) is one of the four account 
numbers hidden in this issue, 
give our office a call by the end 
of the month and you will receive 
a $100 bill credit. If more than 
one member finds their account 
number in a single issue, $100 will 
be split equally amongst them.

Congratulations
To Robert Ward for finding his 
account number in our July issue!

Find your account 
number and win a

$100 credit!

2021 Calendar 
Photo Contest

Agralite
Cooperative 

Manager’s Article by Kory Johnson

There’s an old political saying, “if you’re not at the table, you’re on the menu. ”This 
adage is the perfect answer to the question, “why vote?” It’s a blunt description of 
what happens when you don’t engage in the political process.

If you don’t vote, you’re not only missing the opportunity to support a candidate 
that shares your views and concerns, you’re allowing others to chart a course that 
impacts your future. That’s why we’re encouraging all members of Agralite to 
recognize National Voter Registration Day on September 22, 2020. 1177701 Whether 
you’re registering yourself or others to vote, or helping members of our community 
get organized, there are many ways to get involved. 

While local elections may not be as exciting as the high-profile presidential election, 
they are just as critical. Local elections have a direct impact on your community and 
on your quality of life. Like the national level, local elections represent who we are as 
a community, and more importantly, where we want to go. Whether it’s an election 
for a mayor, sheriff, state representative, school board, or an electric co-op board 
member, your vision for the community is tied to your vote. 

Voting keeps elected officials accountable. Elections are a direct and tangible source 
of feedback. For example, Agralite board members provide strategic guidance on 
the direction of the co-op and how it serves the community. Local board members 
embody the voice and identity of the community.

Ultimately, the role of the co-op board is governance. While day-to-day decisions are 
made by our employees, bigger decisions are made by the board, whose mission is 
to look out for the vitality of the co-op and the members we serve. Agralite board 
members provide their perspective on community priorities, thereby enabling us to 
make more informed decisions on long-term investments.

A strong voter turnout shows investment in the community and ensures that a 
diverse number of views are represented. The whole community benefits when 
more people participate in the process, because greater numbers reflect a consensus 
on the direction of the future and the will of the people.

By voting in national, state and local elections, you are serving as a role model for 
your family, friends and colleagues. The act of voting demonstrates your support for 
the community and helps officials chart a course for the future. Democracy is not a 
spectator sport. Research candidates, learn about issues that are on the ballot, and 
get out and vote!

To learn more about National Voter Registration Day or to get involved, visit
www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org.

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY

2020
September 22
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The Benefits of Community Solar by Jonathan Messner

Have you ever walked outside of your house on a sunny day and thought, “I wish I 
could harness the sun’s energy to power my home”? Okay. Maybe you haven’t.

But I’m sure you have noticed solar panels as you drive around, and maybe you 
have even seen a solar farm here or there. If you have considered solar as a part of 
your home’s energy mix but have been dissuaded by high costs or maintenance 
requirements, we, here at Agralite Electric Cooperative, are happy to tell you that 
solar energy is more accessible than you might think!

Community solar programs harness natural energy from the sun and often cost 
less than installing a solar system at your home or business. 755300 If you are a 
homeowner, participating in community solar keeps you from having to worry about 
zoning restrictions or appealing to your homeowners’ association. If you don’t own 
your home, not to worry. Renters can participate, too!

The community solar model is easy to understand. Agralite builds a solar array––a 
group of solar panels in an empty lot or field––then you purchase a share of the 
energy produced, in the form of one or more solar panels. The energy is distributed 
to the power grid and solar-farm members receive credits that lower their electric 
bills. 

Participating in a community solar program also eliminates maintenance costs and 
concerns that can be a hassle for those who own and maintain their own residential 
solar system. With community solar, Agralite takes care of installation, maintenance 
and insurance fees, making it easy for members to participate.

To learn more about community solar and other programs we offer, visit our website 
at www.agralite.coop, call Agralite Electric Cooperative at 1-800-950-8375, or email  
dercoordinator@agralite.com.

Energy Saving Tip: 
Clothes dryers make up a 
large portion of your appliance 
energy consumption. Clean the 
lint filter after each cycle, and scrub 
the filter with a toothbrush once a 
month to remove film and increase air 
circulation.
Source: energy.gov

Call Day or Night
1.888.884.3887

Do not call the office for outages
August Energy Payment
is due September 20.*
*We accept Visa, Discover & 

Mastercard.

Winter Office Hours
8:00am – 4:30pm

SEPTEMBER 6TH
Beginning on

Save Money On Your Energy 
Usage By Giving

Agralite Control During
Peak Demand Times.



4

CURRENT AGRALITE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathy Draeger, Clinton
District 1
Jeff Hufford, Morris
District 2 - Secretary/Treasurer
Bennett Zierke, Hancock
District 3
Steve Nelson,
Starbuck
District 4
Orvin Gronseth, Murdock
District 5 - President
Andrea Thomson, Benson
District 6
Warren Rau, Appleton
District 7 - Vice President

MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
July 2020
Board Chairman Orvin Gronseth called 
a meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Agralite Electric Cooperative to 
order at 9:15 AM July 30th, 2020.  All 
members of the Board were present. 
The agenda, minutes of the last 
meeting, the monthly disbursements, 
and payment of capital credits of 
deceased members were approved.

Jonathan Messner, Manager of 
Member Services, reported on 
activities of his department for the 
month. 1639200 He discussed load 
management and irrigation. He 
discussed the Briggs generators, and 
the Operation Roundup meeting.  

Jenny Stryhn, Manager of Finance, 
discussed Agralite’s margins for 
the month of June. She discussed 
refinancing existing loans,Cost 
of Service Study, and COVID-19 
precautions taken. Jenny brought 
forth Work Order #494, and Special 
Equipment WO June 2020 and the 
Board approved them.

The financials were given by Jenny 
with a PowerPoint presentation.

Tom Hoffman, Manager of Engineering 
& Operations, reported on activities 
of his department for the month. 
He discussed line crew projects and 
outages. He discussed the AMI project 
and COVID-19 safety precautions. Tom 
gave the safety report.

Kory Johnson, General Manager, 
reviewed his report to the board. He 
discussed COVID-19 precautions the 
cooperative has taken. He discussed the 
closing of Coal Creek Station and the 
options available moving forward, annual 
meeting attendance and employee 
retention. 

Power supply negotiations were 
discussed. The Board approved hiring 
Enervision to assist with negotiations.  
Carried.

The upcoming 4-H Auctions were 
discussed for each county program. 

The Board approved donations to each 
county. 

Director Thomson will be the NRECA 
delegate at the Online Region Meeting. 
Director Gronseth will be the CFC voting 
Delegate for the Region Meeting. Director 
Thomson will be the East River Delegate 
at the East River Annual Meeting. Director 
Zierke will be the MREA Delegate.

The August board meeting was set for 
the 27th. An executive session was held.

Being no further business came before 
the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 


