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Agralite Supports Cybersecurity Awareness Month
Agralite is proud to announce its commitment to National 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month, held annually in October. This 
year’s Cybersecurity Awareness Month theme is “Do Your Part. #BeCyberSmart,” aimed to 
empower individuals and organizations to own their role in protecting their part of cyberspace 
“by increasing awareness and enhancing understanding of basic cybersecurity practices, we 
can all work together to combat cyber threats,” said Kory Johnson. “The human element is 
often times the biggest cybersecurity risk. Each of us has a critical role to play to ensure the 
security of our personal and professional data.”

National Cybersecurity Awareness Month is spearheaded by the National Cyber Security 
Alliance (NCSA) and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency (CISA) of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security. The overarching message of this year’s theme, ‘If you Connect it, Protect 
it,’ dives into the importance of keeping connected devices safe and secure from outside 
influence. 1501900 With more people spending time at home due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
now more than ever before, connected devices are an integral part of how we communicate 
and access services essential to our well-being. Data collected from these devices can include 
highly-specific information about a person or business, which can be exploited by bad actors 
for criminal gain. 

Cybersecurity Awareness Month aims to shed light on these security vulnerabilities, while 
offering guidance surrounding simple security measures to limit the susceptibility of threats 
for common devices.

This year, the Cybersecurity Awareness Month’s main weekly focus areas are:

• Understanding and following general security hygiene for connected devices and home 
networks;

• The importance of maintaining the security of connected devices for remote workers;
• How connected devices play a pivotal role in the future of healthcare; and,
• The overall future of connected devices for consumers, professionals, and the public 

domain.
If everyone does their part––implementing stronger security practices, raising community 
awareness, educating vulnerable audiences or training employees––our interconnected 
world will be safer and more resilient for everyone.

Now in its 17th year, Cybersecurity Awareness Month continues to build momentum and 
impact with the ultimate goal of providing everyone with the information they need to stay 
safer and more secure online. Agralite is proud to support this far-reaching online safety 
awareness and education initiative. 
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Back By Popular Demand!
Agralite is seeking local photographs 
for our 2021 calendar contest. 
Photos should be of a landscape, 
natural element, or interesting view 
from within the Agralite service 
territory. We want you to share the 
diversity and wonder of our local 
landscape.

Photos must be submitted by 
Agralite members. Photos must be 
submitted by October 16th, 2020. 
Digital photos only. You must specify 
the subject of the photo and where 
it was taken. Please include contact 
information - account number, 
phone number, and address in your 
submission. 

Selected photos will receive a $15 bill 
credit. Cover photo will receive a $30 
bill credit. Photos will be selected by 
Agralite employees. Please limit 5 
photo submissions per member - 1 
winning photo per member. 
Submit Your Photos To: 
mchevalier@agralite.com

If your account number (as 
it appears on your monthly 
electric bill) is one of the four 
account numbers hidden in this 
issue, give our office a call by 
the end of the month and you 
will receive a $100 bill credit. If 
more than one member finds 
their account number in a 
single issue, $100 will be split 
equally amongst them.

Find your account 
number and win a

$100 credit!

2021 Calendar 
Photo Contest

Agralite
Cooperative 

Manager’s Article by Kory Johnson

At Agralite Electric Cooperative, our top priority is always to provide reliable, 
affordable energy to you, the consumer-members we serve. Because we are a co-op, 
our mission is to enrich the lives of our members and serve the long-term interests 
of our local community––and this mission has never been more critical than in 
recent months. One of the seven principles that guides all co-ops is “concern for 
community.” To me, this principle is the essential DNA of Agralite, and it sets us apart 
from other electric utilities. 

October is National Co-op Month, and electric cooperatives across the country are 
highlighting the many ways we “Power On.” Keeping this theme in mind, I recognize 
the essential role we play in serving a special community like ours.

Who would have fathomed in March, that the COVID-19 virus would amount to a test 
of our community and our nation? The changing circumstances due to the pandemic 
have created both challenges and opportunities. Over the past several months, we’ve 
all been challenged to operate differently, and Agralite has stepped up to help our 
members and strengthen the safety net for our more vulnerable neighbors. 

As an essential service, and to ensure reliability of your power supply, we modified 
our operations to safeguard business continuity. Initially, our line crews and 
other employees began working on alternate weeks to maintain separation. The 
cooperative increased sanitation efforts for our employees both in the office and in 
the field. As the state of Minnesota modified how businesses could operate during 
the pandemic, Agralite adjusted to meet the state requirements. 1595200 Some staff 
worked remotely. In the office, we limited and modified meetings and gatherings 
to allow for safe separation. The cooperative has required the use of face coverings 
while in common spaces throughout the building, our crews work out of separate 
vehicles to ensure social distancing. We also adjusted our walk-in office availability 
and in-person service calls to ensure the health and safety of our employees and our 
valued members. For the health and safety of everyone, we think these measures are 
the prudent course of action for the times.

For our members impacted by COVID-19 who needed help with their electric bills, 
we waived late fees and worked with those who have been impacted the most to 
make special payment arrangements and to direct them to programs to assist them 
during these challenging times.

I write about these efforts not to boast about Agralite but to explain how much 
we care about this community––because we live here, too. We’ve seen other
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Manager’s Article Continued

local businesses rising to meet similar challenges during this time, because that’s 
what communities do. While the challenges caused by COVID-19 have been daunting, 
I’m heartened to see how everyone is pulling together. 

85-plus years ago, Agralite was created and built by the community to serve the 
community, and that’s what we’ll continue to do – Power On. 

This will be the last edition of the Agralite newsletter before the 2020 elections take 
place.  I would encourage each and everyone of you to participate and let your voice 
be heard regardless of your political leaning, whether leaning left or right. If you are 
not comfortable visiting your local polling site on election day, pick up an 
absentee ballot.

Winter Office Hours
8:00am – 4:30pm

Call Day or Night
1.888.884.3887

Do not call the office for outages
September Energy Payment

is due October 20.*
*We accept Visa, Discover & 

Mastercard.

Energy Saving Tip: 
The average household owns 24 electronic products, which account 
for roughly 12% of home energy use. When shopping for electronics, 
consider purchasing ENERGY STAR®-certified products, which can be 70% 
more efficient than conventional models.  Source: energy.gov
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CURRENT AGRALITE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathy Draeger, Clinton
District 1
Jeff Hufford, Morris
District 2 - Secretary/Treasurer
Bennett Zierke, Hancock
District 3
Steve Nelson, Starbuck
District 4
Orvin Gronseth, Murdock
District 5 - President
Andrea Thomson, Benson
District 6
Warren Rau, Appleton
District 7 - Vice President

MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
August 2020
Board Chairman Orvin Gronseth called 
a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Agralite Electric Cooperative to order at 
8:30 AM August 27th, 2020. All members 
of the Board were present. The agenda, 
minutes from the previous meeting, the 
monthly disbursements, and payment 
of capital credits to deceased members 
were reviewed and approved.

Jonathan Messner, Manager of Member 
Services, reported on activities of 
his department for the month. He 
discussed load management and 
the MNPCA request for information 
pertaining to standby generators 
subject to load control. Jonathan also 
discussed GRE load control events, both 
for MISO peak and GRE billing peaks.

A written report from Jenny Stryhn, 
Manager of Finance, was reviewed by 
the manager and the board. Operating 
margins for the month of July were 
$377,380. A draw down of FFB funds 
were reported at an interest rate of 
0.971%.

The report also stated that the 
refinancing of the five RUS loans was 
completed. Also, the Cushion of Credit 
balance has been scheduled to pay off 
higher interest rate FFB loans. These 
loan payoffs will be completed in 
September of 2020.

Work Order Inventory #495, #496, and 
the Special Equipment WO July were 
brought for consideration, reviewed 
and approved.

The financials were presented with the 
PowerPoint presentation.

The Engineering & Operations report was 
reviewed on activities of the department 
for the month. Line projects that the crew 
is working on were reviewed.  The oil filled 
equipment in the Cashel substation has 
been removed. Outages and storms were 
discussed.

The board of directors reviewed the safety 
report.

Kory Johnson, General Manager, reviewed 
his report to the board. The manager 
discussed talks he has had over the past 

month with GRE, East River, and Basin 
concerning the replacement of energy and 
capacity resulting from the retirement of 
the Coal Creek generating station.  Also, he 
reviewed discussions with Enervision and 
the other fixed members of GRE.

The September board meeting was set for 
Oct. 1st. 

An executive session was held to discuss 
labor relations.

Being no further business came before the 
Board, Director Gronseth made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.



Electrical Safety 
Guidelines On The Farm

 Use a spotter when operating 
large machinery near power 
lines

 Keep equipment at least 10 
feet from power lines—at all 
times, in all directions

 Look up and use care when 
moving equipment around 
power lines, e.g. extending 
augers or raising grain trucks 
beds

 Inspect the height of farm 
equipment to determine 
clearance

 Always set extensions to the 
lowest setting when moving 
loads to prevent contact with 
overhead power lines; grain 
augers should always be 
positioned horizontally before 
being moved

 Never attempt to move a 
power line out of the way or 
raise it for clearance

 If a power line is sagging or 
low, contact your local electric 
cooperative

 Wait for the utility crew to cut 
the power and inform you it is 
safe to exit

During harvest season, many farmers reap the benefits of advancement in agricultural 
technology. With the help of GPS auto-steer devices, farmers are able to decrease 
driver error and maximize productivity. GPS with auto-guidance provides farmers 
with real-time location data about a field, which can be used for crop planning, 
map making, navigation assistance, and machinery guidance. During harvest, this 
technology allows drivers to have their hands off the steering wheel as the combine 
maneuvers itself through the field. Thanks to this technology, farmers can more 
easily and efficiently maintain accuracy even during low-light conditions, which 
enhances productivity. However, safety risks remain.

Awareness Around Electricity

One critical part of safety around electricity is awareness. It’s important to remember 
that farm machinery is vulnerable to hitting power lines because of their large size, 
height, and extensions. Being aware of the location of overhead power lines and 
planning a safe equipment route can help reduce accidents.

In equipment with auto-guidance systems, less focus is needed on steering, which 
may lead some drivers to think that they do not need to be as aware of navigation 
issues. Even while using a GPS with auto-steering, farm workers need to keep safety 
in mind and stay focused on their surroundings.

Putting safety first requires alertness, focus, and knowledge of potential hazards 
and safety steps.1652500 Varying pass-to-pass accuracy levels and potential issues, 
such as power poles not being correctly plotted in the system, reinforce the need 
for drivers to stay focused on the location of the farm equipment and to be ready to 
take action if necessary.

The ONLY reason to exit equipment that has come into contact with overhead 
lines is if the equipment is on fire. 

If that is the case, jump off the equipment with your feet together and without 
touching the ground and the machinery at the same time. Then, still keeping your 
feet together, hop to safety as you leave the area.

Stay Focused On Safety During Harvest

Electrical Contact - STAY SAFE

If your equipment does make contact with a power line:
• DO NOT leave the cab
• Immediately call 911
• Warn others to stay away



Harvest Season Driving Tips
The fall harvest season is upon us and drivers can expect to see large farm implements 
traveling on the roads. Farm implements need additional roadway space, so be 
prepared to slow down, pull to the side, or stop. Drivers in rural areas must remain 
alert to the possibility of encountering slow moving farm machines and be prepared 
to slow or stop to avoid a rear-end collision or striking a farm machine that is turning 
into a field or driveway.

Tips For Farmers And Rural Drivers
Farm machinery can unexpectedly turn onto a public road from a field or driveway. It is 
important, for everyone’s safety, to have patience and share the road.

Farm machinery travels slower than normal traffic, often at speeds of 25 miles per hour 
or less.1654600 Automobile drivers must quickly identify farm equipment and slow 
down immediately to avoid rear-end crashes.

Slow moving farm machinery traveling at less than 25 miles per 
hour are required to display a slow moving vehicle emblem on 
the back of the equipment. This is a quickly identifiable sign to 
other motorists. All lighting should be working properly and be 
highly visible.

Slow moving vehicles are required to pull off to the right when 
three or more vehicles are blocked and cannot pass on the left.

Machinery that is half on the road and half on the shoulder may suddenly move 
completely onto the road. Machinery may take up more than one lane to avoid obstacles 
such as road signs.

Before Passing Farm Machinery:
Check to be sure that machinery is not turning left. Look for left turn lights or hand 
signals. If the machinery slows and pulls toward the right side of the road, the 
operator is likely preparing to make a wide left turn. Likewise, sometimes to make 
a right turn with wide equipment, the driver must fade to the left.

Determine if the road is wide enough for you and the machinery to safely share.

Look for roadside obstacles such as mailboxes, bridges, or road signs that may 
cause the machinery to move to the center of the road. Be sure there is adequate 
distance for you to safely pass.

Source: Indiana State Police (http://www.in.gov/isp/2898.htm)

SMOKE
ALARMS

INSTALL THEM, TEST THEM,
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

You have about

3 MINUTES
to escape during a fire.

 Smoke alarms save lives. 
People die in fires where there 
are no alarms in the home.

 Replace the batteries once 
a year and buy new alarms 
every 10 years.

 Test all alarms each month.

 Install alarms on every floor 
and in every bedroom.

A working alarm can give you 
life-saving time to get the kids 
and get out of the house safely.


